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o one wants to be thought of poorly. When people talk about us, we want
N them to think and speak well of us. We don’t want them to make fun of us

or bring up our failings and mistakes and weaknesses. We want them to put

us in the best light and show mercy in our shortcomings. A good reputation
is a gift from God. Luther even includes it as something we pray for when we ask for
daily bread. Luther writes in the Large Catechism of the Eighth Commandment “For
it is intolerable to live among people in open shame and general contempt.” And
we are certainly hurt and angry when people tell lies about us or do something to
damage our good name. So why do we do it to others? It is so easy to speak ill of
other people. We think it makes us look better. We love to have something
scandalous to say about others, whether we know them or not. What we insist upon
from others we are quick to deprive them of. We gossip. We embellish. We mock.
God gave us the Eighth Commandment precisely to protect the name and
reputation of our neighbor. If we know of our neighbor’s weakness, love demands
that we conceal it unless we are in authority over them or are asked by someone
who is. And even then, what we say is only as much as is needed to bring about our
neighbor’s good. Consider how our Lord has done this for us. Consider the evil that
He could reveal about us. He wouldn’t have to lie. It would be true. And He is the
judge who has authority over us. Yet He covers our sins and failings, not by
remaining silent but by speaking His Word of forgiveness and covering our guilt with
His own righteousness. God grant that we would show such mercy to one another
and work diligently to uphold and protect our neighbor’s good name.

Catechism

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to the household. Pray and confess out loud
as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages
dictate. Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

The Ten Commandments — The Eighth Commandment

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies
about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him,
speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.
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THE ORDER OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER

INVOCATION

In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

Psalm 46:1 — God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Psalm 54

HYMN OF THE MONTH
“Lord of Our Life” (LSB 659)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

® SUNDAY MATTHEW 22:34-56

® MONDAY GENESIS 6:5-22

JOHN 3:1-8

@ TUESDAY GENESIS 7:1-24

JOHN 3:9-15

GENESIS 8:1-22

@ WEDNESDAY

JOHN 3:16-21

MATTHEW 13:54-58

FRIDAY GENESIS 9:1-29

JOHN 3:22-30

‘ @ THURSDAY ‘ ACTS 15:12-22A **

SATURDAY ‘ REVELATION 14:6-7

ROMANS 3:19-28

** ST. JAMES OF JERUSALEM
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https://youtu.be/JqdiJikX55k?feature=shared

PRAYERS
COLLECT FOR THE WEEK

O God, because without You we are not able to please You, mercifully grant that
Your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

DAILY THEMES FOR PRAYER

SIGINIBVANE The joy of the resurrection among us; true and godly worship
throughout the world; and for the faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word;
for our congregation’s faithfulness to the Word of God.

\W@INIBVANE Faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; our calling and daily
work; the unemployed; the salvation and well-being of our neighbors;
government; peace; for the leaders of our congregation.

IRCISSSIBVANS Deliverance against temptation; the addicted and despairing; the
tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins.

WWASIBNNISSSIBNANG For marriage and family, that all may live together under the
grace of Christ according to the Word of God; parents who must rear their
children alone; for godly schools, our church schools, and seminaries.

W CAZESIBVANE For the Church and her pastors; for missionaries; for fruitful and
salutary use of the blessed sacrament of the Lord’s Body and Blood; for our
congregation, our pastor and his family.

FIBVANE For the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for its
spread throughout the whole world, especially in our community; and for the
persecuted.

SYANRCAZIBNANS For faithfulness to the end; the physically and mentally sick and
those who are dying; the revival of those who are withering in the faith or have
fallen away; for receptive hearts for worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK

Those in our congregation who are homebound: Judy Michels, Melanie
Obenhaus, Vicky Cantrell, Dony Reaves, Connie Kimber.

Birthdays celebrated this week: Kristen Horn, (19), James Rose (19), Autumn
Reif (21), Brandi Boeder (23), Ann Sims (23), Derek Lowery (25).

Wedding anniversaries celebrated this week: Jeff and Patti Ellis (21), Walter and
Robyn Steele (21).

Leah Savage in thanksgiving for successful surgery and healing.

Gene Lane as she prepares for surgery this week.

Those experiencing unemployment: Greg Sims, Andrew Fischer, Cora Pearson.
Todd Hauth’s family as they mourn the passing of Todd’s mother, Beverly Mcintyre.
Greg Sims’ family as they mourn the passing of Greg’s father, Samuel Sims.

Grace Hendrickson, Sara Froiland, and Avery Redfearn for protection of mother and
child in pregnancy.

Doug Drawe, Antonia, Dana Evans, lJill, Rachel Preuss, Kristina Wishmeyer, JE
Purcell, Gene Lane, Sarah Wickam, Randy Cooper, Lesley Fox, Leigh R., Mark, Kyle,
Mickey Hendon, Edith Wright.

T

THE LORD’S PRAYER
LUTHER’S MORNING OR EVENING PRAYER

LOOKING FORWARD TO NEXT WEEK

The Festival of Reformation — October 26, 2025

Catechesis: The Fifth Commandment
Hymns: 644, 656, 555, 617, 659, 865, 655
Readings: Revelation 14:5-7, Romans 3:19-28, John 8:31-36
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