The Third Sunday in Advent
(Gaudete)
Divine Service Setting Three

Lutheran Service Book (p 184)
December 15, 2024 - Faith Lutheran Church, Wylie

(Please remember to silence your cell phones during the Divine Service.)

(Prelude, Postlude omitted during Advent)

Please stand and face the Crucifix
Hymn of Invocation: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist's cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’'ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God  with - in, And let us  all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
0 &
A — > i —— i | —— . H
I(_MU b :—’ IF' () 5 I [o*) d ’l | ] 1 I | N |
I ! = d j d
for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’'ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation - Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LSB 344
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(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and

sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,



innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to
me, a poor, sinful being.

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
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(P) Rejoice inthe Lord | always;*
again I will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord |is at hand.

(P] LORD, you were favorable |to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.
(P} Will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

(P) Rejoice in the Lord |always;*
again | will |say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord |is at hand.
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer - cy up -

on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
(The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent)

Salutation
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

Collect of the Day

(P) Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your
gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

H | ‘
o 1D I | | f [ i |
oJ S~ j
A - men.

Collect for the First Sunday of Advent
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P Let us pray.

(P} Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
*And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

®A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.



Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
9Behold, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
'He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 80:1-2
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P} You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.*
Stir up your might and come to | save us!

Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel,*
you who lead Joseph | like a flock!

Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is
required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged
by you or by any human court. In fact, | do not even judge myself. #I am not aware of anything against myself, but
I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. STherefore do not pronounce judgment before the time,
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of
the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia Verse Psalm 80:2b
Alleluia. Stir up | your might *
and come to save us. Alle- | lu-ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-11
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

2\When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples *and said to him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what
you hear and see: °the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the
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dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. ®And blessed is the one who is not offended
by me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, |
tell you, and more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

UTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”
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| Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn  warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
carth - bound  soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav'n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren  of the day!”

sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and all, 1o be  for - givin;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
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Offertory
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -

tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it.
Sit
Offering (During Advent, the organ is silent during the offering)
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Amen.
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A - men.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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(P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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It is meet and right so to do.

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and
calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho -san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.  Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.




Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit



Suggested silent prayer for right reception of the Lord’s Supper: O Lord, my God, in Holy Baptism You have
called me to be a Christian and granted to me the remission of sins. Make me ready to receive the most holy body and
blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins, and grant me a grateful heart that | may give thanks to You, O Father, to
Your Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.

Suggested silent prayer in thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have
given Yourself to me in this holy Sacrament. Keep me in Your faith and favor that I may live in You even as You live in me.
May Your body and blood preserve me in the true faith to life everlasting. Hear me for the sake of Your name. Amen.

Distribution
Distribution Hymn: “O Lord, How Shall | Meet You” LSB 334
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10 Lord, how shall I meet You, How wel - come You a-right?
2 Your Zi - on strews be - fore You Green boughs and fair-est palms;
31 lay in fet-ters, groan - ing; You came to set me free.
4 Love caused Your in - car - na - tion; Love brought You down to me.
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Your peo-ple long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!
And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be-moan - ing; You came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my lib - er - ty.
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o kin - dle, Lord most ho - 1ly, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for -ev - er For You with prais-es new
A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, That led You to em-brace
() 4
(" A7) | I I I f T I I Il |
' (‘9 L —— ! I —= -i o i ] ——
Q) 1 .l d [ ] 1
To do in spir - it low - 1ly AIll that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev - er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or Ileave me As earth-ly rich -es fly.
In love, all love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.

5  Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,

Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,

His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

6  He comes to judge the nations,

A terror to His foes,

A light of consolations
And blesséd hope to those

Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,

Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Johann Criger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LSB 347

o] .
[ A | I I T I . I [ ]
I\Q_)\I &) b bt - & OI 6i ) b II

1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin - ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth 1S shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.

see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn: "Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared"
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, You have pre-pared This feast for
2 Al - though You did to heav’n as-cend, Where an - gel
3 Yet, Sav - ior, You are not con-fined To an - y
4 We eat this bread and drink this cup, Your pre - cious
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our sal - va - tiom It is Your bod - y
hosts  are dwell - ing, And in Your pres - ence
hab - i - ta - tion; But You are pres - ent
Word be - liev - ing That Your true bod - y
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and Your blood, And at Your in - vi - ta - tion
they be - hold Your glo - ry, all ex - cel - ling,
€ - ven  now Here with Your con - gre - ga - tion.
and Your blood Our lips are here re - ceiv - ing.
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As wea - ry souls, with sin op-pressed, We come to
And though Your peo - ple shall not see Your glo - ry
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Un - moved by
This Word re - mains for ev - er true, All  things are
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You for need-ed restt For com-fort, and for par - don.
and Your maj-es -ty Till dawns the judg-ment morn - ing,
an -y dar - ing hand Or sub - tle craft and cun - ning.
pos - si - ble with You, For You are Lord Al - might - y.
5  Though reason cannot understand, 7  Grant that we worthily receive
Yet faith this truth embraces: Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
Your body, Lord, is even now And, truly grieving for our sins,
At once in many places. May prove by our behavior
| leave to You how this can be; That we are thankful for Your grace
Your Word alone suffices me; And day by day may run our race,
| trust its truth unfailing. In holiness increasing.
6 Lord, | believe what You have said; 8  For Your consoling supper, Lord,

Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that | am but dust,

And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears
Refreshes me and stills my fears

And is my priceless treasure.

11

Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place

The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
A blessed comfort unto me

When living and when dying.

Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603-68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841-1931, alt.
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630-c. 1692, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn: “When All the World Was Cursed”
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’” con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God
40 grant, dear Lord of love,

He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re-moves The  dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor - dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet wun-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.

He tes-ti - fied of Him
Who for our peace and joy
Un - til we live with Him

Of whom the proph - ets told:
Will full a - tone-ment win.
In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110342550

Tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de
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cord-ing to Thy word, for
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.

12

LSB 346

LSB 199



Thanksgiving - Post-Communion Collect LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Salutation and Benedicamus LSB 201ff
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Bless we the Lord.

Benediction LSB 202
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@) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make

4 #
[ Tl
e — » I
ey ol e — ] ——

oJ

His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Please face the Crucifix

Hymn to Depart: “The Clouds of Judgment Gather” LSB 513
| 9 b — ] i i I Y I ] |
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1 The clouds of judg - ment gath - er, The
2 A - rise, o true dis - ci - ples; Let
3 The home of fade - less splen - dor, Oof
4 Oh, hap - py, ho - ly por - tion, Re -
0 | . ‘ .
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time is  grow - ing late; Be so - ber and be
wrong give way @ to right, And pen - i - ten - tial
blooms that bear no thorn, Where they shall dwell as
lief for all dis - tressed, True vi - sion of true
[ 9 b > T T i n T T
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watch - ful, Our judge is at the gate:
shad - ow To Je - sus’”  bless - ed light:
chil - dren Who  here as ex - 1iles mourn;
beau - ty, Re - fresh - ment for the  blest!
At { o
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The judge  who comes in mer - cy, The
The light that has no eve - ning, That
The peace of all the faith - ful, The
Strive now to win that glo - 1y, Toil
fH | . . 1
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judge who comes in  might To put an end to
knows no moon or sun, The light SO new and
calm of all the  blest, In - vi - o - late, un -
now to gain that light; Send hope a - head to
0 | .
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e - vil And di - a - dem the  right.
gold - en, The light  that is but one.
fad - ing, Di - wvin - est, sweet - est, best.
grasp it Till hope be lost in sight.
Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent.; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Tune: Welsh

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110342550
Tune: Public domain
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